[image: image1.png]




ALPACA ADVANTAGE June 2008 Issue
Actionable ideas on growing your alpaca business

June Topics: (3 Postcard Marketing Tips for Alpaca Breeders/ Get Projects Done Now with Guru.com)
************
3 Postcard Marketing Tips for Alpaca Breeders
Colorful postcards get attention- but you’ll have better results if you apply the following tips.

Tip 1: Know your customer

If you are using postcards for direct marketing purposes, make sure your message matches your target prospects. 
Example 1: If you are marketing a Suri herdsire, create your own mailing list of Suri ranches nearby using farm directories. Don’t send your postcard to Huacaya-only farms and vice versa. 

Example 2: If you are trying to attract new breeders, consider writing 5 benefits of owning alpacas along with pictures.

Tip 2: Tell them what to do

You should always include a call to action- tell them what you want them to do next. Do you want them to visit your website and sign up for a newsletter? Do you want them to request a pamphlet? 
Example 1: To schedule an alpaca farm visit, call (512) 716-0490.

Example 2: Get a complimentary report titled “How to Start an Alpaca Business” by visiting www.WisteriaSuriRanch.com 

Tip 3: Be flexible and creative

Postcards don’t need to be created just for mailing. You can have a stack at your farm booth for people to take home. Give them some useful information with a nice picture, and they will likely keep it for a while. Don’t forget to include your contact information.
In the next issue, we’ll cover “How to Create Professional Looking Alpaca Postcards on a Budget”.
************
Get Projects Done Now with Guru.com
· You have lots of great ideas and projects to grow your alpaca business

· You don’t have every skill necessary to complete your projects

· You’re too busy

· You want reasonable prices

· You want it done now

If you’ve answered YES to most of the above, Guru.com may be the answer you’ve been looking for. We have used Guru.com for several years now and have hired graphic designers, a Flash programmer, and a few web programmers. We’ve gotten great prices and high quality work.
Here’s how it works:

You sign up for a free account at www.Guru.com. You post your project or idea and have countless professionals throughout the world bid on your project. 
We have gotten bids within 10 minutes of posting a project- and many kept flooding in.

Tens of thousands of programmers, graphic designers, web developers, and even business writers or marketers will review your project and quote a price.  
You can review each bidder's resume and comments left about them by previous employers. The professionals will rate you as an employer, too! This has been the key to our success. We select people with good reviews - and it’s really hard to go wrong. We did hire a brand new person one time since he was giving a new professional discount and his resume checked out. He was fantastic.

Payment to the employees is done over a secure server and can be escrowed so that no one receives payment until after your project is complete, or certain milestones have been reached.

Guru.com is not the only website that offers services such as this.   Odesk.com and elance.com offer similar services. 
If you’re new to the alpaca business or need a new branding, try using Guru.com for web design, logo design, etc. We have gotten excellent prices and quality due to the competitive bidding by the professionals. 

************

Thank you for reading our newsletter. Feel free to send us comments or questions. 

We respect your privacy and will never ever share your email with anyone. We will only send you our monthly newsletter you have subscribed to.

If you no longer want to receive this newsletter or received this in error, please email Keiko and Matt at keitaki@gmail.com and let us know. We’ll unsubscribe you right away.

***

Subscribers and friends: You can use any content in this ezine in your own ezine, website, blog, etc., as long as this resource box accompanies and the link is live:

Reprinted by permission of Keiko and Matt Makarczyk at Wisteria Suri Ranch. For tips on growing your alpaca business, sign up for a free monthly subscription to Alpaca Advantage at http://www.WisteriaSuriRanch.com. 
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