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ALPACA ADVANTAGE May 2008 Issue
Actionable ideas on growing your alpaca business

May Topics: (Best Data Storage Method/ 7 Online Writing Tips)


************
A Must-Know Computer Data Back-Up Tip

When running a business, data loss can seriously affect your business. Loss of customer information or sales data can be devastating. But there are simple ways to ensure your data is protected.

Here are a few ways many people store their data:

· External hard drive (set up automatically or do manually)

· Burning data manually on CD, DVD, and portable jump drive 

· Print out hard copies of your most important documents and store in your fire safe file 
There’s another way which is easier and more affordable than I would have guessed. I heard about this service during a business seminar on running an efficient business.

Online Data Storage
Services such as Carbonite (www.Carbonite.com) offer inexpensive alternatives or secondary storage options.
I just checked and the cost of this service is still $49.95 a year. It runs automatically and will protect your data in case of a computer crash, fire, tornado, or other unexpected events…(By the way, we’re not affiliated with this company in any way.)

************
7 Tips for Writing Online About Your Alpacas

People tend to scan even more when looking at online text, so here are some ways to help your web visitors get the most information about your alpacas.

1. Use headings and subheadings when possible

2. Mix in shorter sentences

3. Break down the text blocks (use more paragraphs and white space)

4. Add bolding and limited colors for emphasis to draw the eye

5. Put important information first

6. Use fonts large enough for easy reading (12 point or so)

7. Make sure the contrast is high enough between the background and text (example: black text on white background)

And on the debate of long vs. short web content… there isn’t a set answer. It has more to do with how useful and relevant your information is to your readers. So, you want to think- if I were buying an alpaca, what would I like to know to make the decision to contact the seller? Or listen carefully to your current customers for hints.

************

Thank you for reading our newsletter. Feel free to send us comments or questions. 

We respect your privacy and will never ever share your email with anyone. We will only send you our monthly newsletter you have subscribed to.

If you no longer want to receive this newsletter or received this in error, please email Keiko and Matt at keitaki@gmail.com and let us know. We’ll unsubscribe you right away.
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